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CANNED FOOD STOCK SURVEY 


Under date of July 25, the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce issued a progress report on 
the quarterly canned food stock survey now being undertaken 
by that Division, and a copy has been mailed to all canners and 
distributors who cooperated in the survey. 


The report states that it is issued solely for the purpose of 
indicating the extent to which the first attempt to secure stock 
figures from represenative canners and distributors has been 
successful. No deductions as to the present stock situation can 
be drawn from these figures. The object of this survey is not to 
show total stocks, but the trend of movement. No comparison 
can be made until after the October 1 figures are available. 


The number of canners and distributors reporting and the 


amount of goods held by them represents a cross-section of the 
industry. The comparison of stocks held by these same concerns 
on October 1, 1931, and future quarterly dates will accurately 
show the trend of movement into distribution of the canned foods 
listed. The following table is taken from the report: 


Products 
Peas (old pack only) 
Corn 
Tomatoes 
Green and wax beans 


*Stocks reported by 614 distributors. 
NAVY ASKS BIDS ON CANNED FOODS 


The Navy Department is asking for bids on quantities of 
canned string beans, prunes, corn, tomatoes, and beets, the open- 
ing dates for these bids to be September 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, re- 


\ 
_ EO 
Canners * Distributors 

Number of Stocks Stocks 
firms on on 
reporting hand hand 
Cases Cases 
1,541,284 580,775 
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spectively. Copies of the schedules on which to submit bids may 
be obtained from the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, Navy 
Department, Washington, D. C. 


GEORGIA AND CALIFORNIA PIMIENTO ACREAGE REDUCED 


The acreage of pimientos grown for canning or manufac- 
ture in 1931 is 18 per cent below the revised estimate of acre- 
age in 1930, according to reports of growers and canners to the 
Department of Agriculture. The California plantings represent 
a reduction of 11 per cent, while the Georgia acreage is now 21 
per cent below that of 1930. 


A large part of the California acreage must now be consid- 
ered as open market acreage, due to the fact that the firm orig- 
inally contracting this acreage will not be in position to handle 
it. This acreage, however, is in the ground and is reported to 
be in fine condition. 

The acreage in Georgia has been materially reduced by 
drouth. Dry weather has caused considerable loss of original 
plantings, and, with plant beds burned up, plants for resetting 
were scarce or unobtainable. The remaining acreage (5,400 
acres) is reported to be in poor condition. 


val 

1926 1927 1928 1920 1930 1931 

State Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres 
California 3,510 3340 3,250 2,160 2,140 1,900 
Georgia ..... 1,600 3,700 5,600 6,900 *6,800 5,400 
.... 5,110 7,040 8,850 9,000 *8,040 7,300 


* Revised. 
COLORED TOMATO PRODUCTS ILLEGAL IN PENNSYLVANIA 


State Food Commissioner, James W. Kellogg, has an- 
nounced that the Pennsylvania law does not permit the sale of 
artificially colored tomato products in that State, even if the 
coloring matter is declared on the label. 


We have a letter from Commissioner Kellogg, calling our 
attention to this matter and requesting the cooperation of our 
membership in meeting this. requirement. 


TOMATO PRODUCTS IMPORTS 


Imports of canned tomatoes were much heavier than last 
year, receipts in June exceeding those of June, 1980, by about 
5,000,000 pounds. Tomato paste imports in June increased to 
about 600,000 pounds more than in June, 1930. The following 
table showing imports for the first six months of 1931 compared 
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with the corresponding period in 1930 is compiled from figures 
issued by the Statistical Division of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce: 


Canned Tomatoes Tomato Paste 
1980 Pounds Pounds Value 
January ..... 8,989,178 1,635,360 $120,824 
5,834,313 3,4: 1,050,588 88,842 
658,034 58,748 
932,968 83,269 
2,568,368 246,680 
456,605 


1,475,088 7,102,827 


198,377 796,143 

235,570 873,380 

243,769 907,242 

364,172 1,642,420 

280,368 

5,517,049 201,246 1,047,352 
43,530,728 1,532,502 6,219,870 511,749 


TRUCK CROP MARKETS 


Hot weather continued nearly everywhere during the week 
ended July 25, but carlot movement of the leading fruits and 
vegetables maintained a steady volume, according to the 
weekly report of the U. S. Market News Service. Combined 
forwardings of 36 products last week decreased very slightly 
to 28,190 cars, but were 4,000 cars lighter than a year ago be- 
cause of the smaller movement this year of potatoes, water- 
melons, peaches, lettuce, cantaloupes and miscellaneous melons. 
Sharp gains over the preceding week were recently recorded, 
however, in the movement of peaches, pears and watermelons, 
but most other products were being shipped in lighter volume 
than during mid-July. Watermelons led last week with a total 
of 5,955 cars, followed by potatoes with 3,285 cars. Lettuce ship- 
ments decreased to 900 and cantaloupes to 850 cars. 

Total peach shipments increased greatly to 4,390 cars. Geor- 
gia was credited with 2,665, California with 1,080, North Caro- 
lina with 255, and Arkansas with 175 cars. South Carolina, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi and Texas each shipped from 25 to 75 cars: 
Movement of pears increased to about 1,100 cars for the week, 
most of which came from California. The pear season opened 
in Washington and Oregon, and light movement was recorded 
in Texas and Alabama. Forwardings of apples decreased tem- 
porarily to 710 cars. California originated only 400 cars, while 
105 came from Illinois, 70 from Delaware, 50 from the Virginias, 
and light shipments from several other states. Output of fresh 
plums and prunes reached 210 cars, mostly from California and 


| 
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Washington. Grape shipments from California increased to 
380 cars, and a few came from Texas and Florida. Continued 
heat was further reducing the California grape crop, recent re- 
ports showing that production this year will be at least one-third 
lighter than last season. Orange shipments from California 
decreased slightly to 1,500 cars last week, but were still about 
80 per cent heavier than a year ago. Lemons were down to 460 
cars for the week. California originated only 25 cars of grape- 
fruit and Florida shipped only about 10 cars, but arrivals from 
Porto Rico increased further to 77 carloads. 

Washington sent 60 cars of green peas to market during 
the week, and New York 25 cars. About 15 carloads came from 
both Idaho and Colorado. Tomatoes required 630 cars, com- 
pared with 995 the preceding week. Tennessee was down to 170 
cars of tomatoes, but Ohio increased to 105 and Maryland shipped 
85 cars. California, Oregon, Texas, Arkansas, Illinois and North 
Carolina each shipped from 25 to 50 cars. The tomato season 
had begun in Indiana, Missouri and Michigan. Sweet-potato 
movement increased to 160 cars, with Alabama, Florida and 
Georgia especially active. 


CaRLoT SHIPMENTS 


Total Total 
this sea- last sea- ny 


Commodity 
Apples, total .. . 728 1,046 775 2,961 8,315 111,524 
stern states......... $11 513 320 1,646 2,154 48,1738 
Western states .. .. 400 518 446 1,249 1,161 66,545 
Beans, snap and lima..... 70 145 55 8,461 8,716 9,550 
. 141 192 19,746 16,548 38,302 
33 29 8,767 9447 12,448 
Cauliflower ............. 87 25 11 130 59 9,602 
34 458 79 1,818 2,404 2,581 
Cucumbers 468 5,274 6,002 6438 
Mixed deciduous fruit 241 260 385 1,538 1,685 921 
Mixed vegetables 327 435 568 ¥ 


Beaches .... 
17 


82 
and prunes. . 2 188 


628 685 20,682 22,274 383,578 
VITAMINS IN CANNED VEGETABLES 


The July issue of “Industrial & Engineering Chemistry” 
contained an article entitled “Vitamins in Canned Foods, X—The 
Vitamin Content of Some Common Vegetables,” by E. F. Koh- 
man, W. H. Eddy and Celia Zall Gurin. In this article, canned 
turnip greens, raw head lettuce (inner and outer leaves), celery 
(bleached and green), and carrots (whole and shredded) were 


19-35 12-18 

1,882 3,785 3,221 28,835 

Pe 124 206 5,556 5,353 6,800 

50 2,522 2,000 2,786 
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compared on the basis of their vitamin content. The outstand- 
ing feature of the comparison is the high vitamin C content of 
canned turnip greens as compared with raw lettuce and celery— 
the two vegetables commonly eaten in the greatest amounts in 
the raw state. From this article it is apparent that a number 
of canned foods are a more potent source of vitamin C than 
either head lettuce or celery. Reprints of this article are avail- 
able and a copy will be sent to members upon request. 


A more popular statement of this work was recently pub- 
lished in the trade papers under the title, “Freshness and Canned 
Turnip Greens.” This may be found in the July issue of the 
“Canning Age,” the July 11th issue of “The Canner,” and the 
July 6th issue of “The Canning Trade.” 


EXPORTS OF CANNED FOODS IN JUNE 


There was an outstanding increase in the exports of canned 
fruits during the month of June, and slight increases in the 
exports of canned vegetables and salmon. Decreased amounts 
occurred in the exports of all other food products. The following 
table gives detailed figures compiled from the reports issued by 
the Statistical Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce: 


Articles 
Canned meats, total........ 
Beef 


s 


Condensed milk ............. 
Evaporated milk ............ 
Canned fruits, total 

Apples and applesauce 


2825853 
22 

ge 


a 
= 


Other berries 
Cherries 


Ras 


aa 
#38 


3 


= 


3853 


June, 1980 June, 1931 
Pounds Value Pounds 
1,505,440 1,205,246 
147,886 64 153,050 
Pork 400 987,700 
81,383 22 65,073 
173,871 53 130,414 
Canned vegetables, total...... 4,766,906 533) 5,025,055 
Asparagus . 265 3,399,986 
Baked beans, and pork and 
41 
Soups ........ 975,570 110 
2,681,596 451 1 
5,416,846 533) 5 a 
11,007,491 1,164 2 
308,952 1 1, 
Apricots 1,274,900 127,810 1, 
Loganberries ............. 101,004 12,598 
Fruits for salad........... 2,201,508 324,665 
Peaches ..... 225,235 
304,707 
27,318 
577,408 55,075 
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INCREASED IMPORT DUTY ON CANNED ASPARAGUS 


A circular issued July 24, 1981, by the French customs 
places imports of canned asparagus from the United States under 
the general tariff rate of 200 francs per 100 kilos, instead of the 
minimum tariff rate of 100 francs per 100 kilos, which formerly 
applied, according to a radiogram received in the Department of 
Commerce from the acting commercial attache at Paris. The 
new general rate applies to shipments made after June 30, 1931, 
in accordance with the law promulgated July 14, 1931, which in- 
creased the French import duties on canned asparagus, from 105 
to 200 francs per 100 kilos in the general tariff, and from 52.50 
to 100 francs per 100 kilos in the minimum tariff (franc = $0.0892 
at par; kilo=2.2 pounds). 


CANNERY SANITATION 


A bulletin has just been issued by the U. 8S. Department of 
Labor containing state laws and regulations regarding drinking 
water facilities in places of employment, types of facilities used, 
and the Department’s recommendations for sanitary drinking 
water service. The bulletin is Women’s Bureau Bulletin No. 87. 
Copies may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., for 10 cents 
a copy. 


WEATHER CONDITIONS 


The week ended July 28 was characterized by abnormally 
high temperatures and a scantiness of rainfall over much of the 
greater portion of the country west of the Mississippi River, 
according to the report of the Weather Bureau. 

Rains in most of the southern and eastern states were again 
timely and very beneficial, especially in the southeastern portions 
of the country where June was exceedingly dry. In fact, there 
was rather too much rain in some lower Mississippi Valley sec- 
tions and locally in the extreme southeast. In the areas receiv- 
ing generous showers crops remain in good growing condition 
and improvement is noted in many localities, though a few 
places are needing more moisture. In the Ohio Valley and south- 
ern Michigan the rainfall was lighter and of a more local char- 
acter, but the showers of last week and scattered rains of the 
week just closed have been sufficient to maintain satisfactory 
advance in growing vegetation, except in spotted areas. How- 
ever, pasture lands need rain more generally. 


In the northwest the drought and heat were decidedly un- 
favorable, and with nearly an entire absence of moisture, the 
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area urgently needing rain was extended. The sections most 
affected include northern Michigan, most of Wisconsin, northern 
Iowa, Minnesota and the Plains states from central and western 
Oklahoma northward to North Dakota and Montana, also the 
central Rocky Mountain states and Great Basin to the west. 


BUSINESS INDICATORS 
(Weeks ended Saturday, weekly average 1923-1925—100) 


July 25 July18 July11 July26 July19 July 12 
General business :* 
74.8 74.3 85.5 86.0 89.3 
76.0 76.8 91.0 94.8 97.5 
car 79.0 79.6 95.9 96.8 95.5 
holesale prices ( er bade 
wil commodities........ 60.5 69.8 70.4 83.3 83.4 84.5 
Spricattarel products... 605 61.0 61.9 85.2 85.5 86.6 
on-agricultural products 72.0 725 73.2 82.1 82.1 83.0 
Bank loans outside New 
York City 87.4 06.4 93.2 110.7 122.1 105.2 
Bond prices ..... 106.9 106.9 107.1 106.9 106.7 06.5 
Stock prices 134.8 134.7 189.5 re | 207.4 196.6 
Interest rates : 
Call money ............ 36.4 36.4 86.4 48.5 54.5 
Time money ........... 3438 34.8 38.2 80.0 79.1 70.4 
Business failures........ 115.2 105.2 95.6 125.3 111.1 105.2 


*Relative to a computed normal taken as 100, 
+tRevised. 


Car Loapines 
Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L. C. L. Other 
Week ended July 18....... 757,555 285,041 213,204 258,320 
Preceding week 763,581 201,790 215,853 255,938 
Corresponding week, 1930 . 928,271 359,088 233,173 
Corresponding week, 1929 .... 1,079,068 425,611 257,570 396,787 


SIMPLIFICATION PROGRAM ON GLASS CONTAINERS APPROVED 
A general conference of representatives of all interests, held 
in Washington, D. C., on June 30, 1931, under the auspices of 
the division of simplified practice of the Bureau of Standards, 
approved a simplified practice recommendation covering the 
capacities of glass containers for mayonnaise, salad’ dressing and 
sandwich spread. The reduction in variety effected by this rec- 
ommendation is from 25 capacities to 5, or 80 per cent. 

The five sizes recommended by the conference are the 3 
fluid ounce, the one half-pint or 8 fluid ounce, the pint, the 
quart and gallon. It is to be noted that this simplification pro- 
gram will not affect the distinctive shapes of containers in use 
by different manufacturers. The appointment of a standing com- 
mittee to be composed of representatives of all elements of the 
industry was authorized by the conference. Subject to the 
written approval by the industry, the recommendation will be- 
come effective for new production on January 1, 1982, and for 
the clearance of existing stocks on July 1, 1932. 


Al 
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CORRECTION IN CHERRY PACK FIGURES 


In the Information Letter for July 25 an item on the cherry 
pack in California and the Northwest was carried, in which a 
mistake was made in the total cherry pack figures of the three 
Pacific Coast states for 1926 to 1930, inclusive. The figure given 
for 1931 was correct. 

According to figures collected by the Canners League of 
California, the total pack of cherries in California in 1931 was 
208,585 cases of all sizes. The pack in the Northwest states 
amounted to 106,680 cases. The following tables show the pack 
in California and the corrected pack of the three Pacific Coast 
states from 1926 to date: 


California *Pacific Coast States 

Year Cases Year Cases 

1926 .. 1,235,510 
1927 . 530,063 
1929 1,001,712 


* Includes California, Washington, and Orsgon. 


Attention is called to the fact that the 1931 Northwest figures 
cover Royal Anne cherries only, whereas the figures for previous 
years include black cherries and red sour pitted cherries. How- 
ever, the Northwest pack of these varieties is negligible this 
year. 

CUBAN CANNED MILK IMPORTS 


Imports of condensed milk into Cuba during the quarter 
ended June 30, 1931, according to unofficia] figures released by 
a local agency in Habana and forwarded to the Department of 
Commerce by the assistant commercial attache at Habana, to- 
talled 75,530 eases as compared with 214,470 cases for the same 
quarter of 1930, a decrease of almost 65 per cent. 
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